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MDEC And SAP Collaborate To Meet Business 

Demand for Data Analytics and Digital Talent Amid 

Disruptions from COVID-19  
 

• COVID-19 pandemic has seen demand for data and related skills increase 

significantly as businesses navigate a vastly-changed economic landscape  

• Collaboration will also train the skills required in data science to fill these new roles   

 

KUALA LUMPUR, 9 April 2020 –  Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) 

has announced a collaboration with SAP, an international market leader in enterprise 

application software, on Data Analytics via MDEC’s Data Technology Partnership 

Programme to further accelerate data-driven enterprises and develop Digital Talent. 

 

The main objective of this programme is to accelerate data technology adoption 

among business enterprises and to empower them to take data-driven decisions in 

their daily operations, as well as to facilitate industry-academia collaboration for digital 

talent development to meet the growing demand for data scientists and analysts. 

MDEC’s Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Pn. Surina Shukri said, “As we are 

in unprecedented times due to the Covid-19 pandemic, our ultimate objective of this 

collaboration is to drive Data Analytics demand in all sectors that will build a robust 

data-driven industry in Malaysia. The programme will also enable the facilitation of 

talent development and industry-academia collaboration. This collaboration will enable 

Malaysian business enterprises to become more data-driven and take informed 

decisions for business sustainability and come out stronger when we overcome this 

very challenging period.”  

The collaboration with SAP will help complement MDEC’s Data Technology Adoption 

Initiative to develop a data technology-driven ecosystem by driving the data 

technology adoption journey of business enterprises, while providing them access to 

data technology solutions; data and analytics expert advisory; talent/training 

development; and use-case sharing efforts.  

Surina also expressed MDEC’s appreciation to SAP for taking the initiative to be part 

of MDEC’s effort to expand the #DigitalVsCovid movement to the business sector 

and the digital technology ecosystem while continuing to support Malaysia’s aspiration 

to become the heart of digital ASEAN.  

SAP is world-renowned for its machine learning, Internet of Things (IoT), and 

advanced analytics technologies that help turn organisations’ businesses into 

intelligent enterprises. 

 



 

Its president and managing director (Southeast Asia) Rachel Barger said that the fact 

that the Digital Economy contributed some 18.5 percent to Malaysia’s GDP (gross 

domestic product) in 2018 and predicted to surpass the 20 percent target by 2021 is 

very impressive. 

  

“It serves as testimony to MDEC’s nation-building efforts to propel Malaysia into the 

Fourth Industrial Revolution,” she added. “SAP is also pleased to be playing our part 

in Malaysia’s nation-building efforts and to collaborate with MDEC on various 

programmes,” she added. 

 

Meanwhile, SAP Malaysia managing director Hong Kok Cheong said that SAP 

remains steadfast on the continued growth of Malaysia’s Digital Economy. On the 

talent and education front, he said  SAP has been in collaboration with MDEC to 

continue its mission to develop human capital for Malaysia and to build the “future 

workforce”.  

 

“Under the SAP University Alliances initiative, SAP has previously collaborated with 

MDEC on the MyUniAlliance programme, and both parties are now looking at 

resuming the collaboration this year.  The MyUniAlliance programme  provides training 

for some three thousand students per year,” said Hong adding that the programme 

started in 2011. Eighteen Institutes of Higher Learning [IHL] including two foreign 

universities have participated in the programme. These IHLs bring SAP's technology 

and ‘best practices’ to students in undergraduate and graduate programmes,” he 

explained.  

 

Besides collaborating with MDEC in nurturing talent and growing the local digital 

ecosystem, SAP has also established a service delivery centre in Kuala Lumpur for 

the SEA region. 

 

  

“SAP has been in Malaysia for 28 years and we have observed the country’s Digital 

Economy growing from strength to strength. We have played our part in this growth 

and now SAP aims to support every company to become an intelligent enterprise. 

Together, we help the world run better and improve people’s lives throughout the 

world,” said Hong.  
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About Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC)  

Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) is a government agency under the purview of the Ministry of 

Communications and Multimedia Malaysia entrusted to lead Malaysia's digital economy forward. Incorporated in 

1996 to oversee the development of the MSC Malaysia initiative, MDEC's primary mandate today is to accelerate 

the growth of digitally-skilled Malaysians, digitally-powered businesses and digital investments in Malaysia. MDEC 

is focused on creating inclusive, high-quality growth through the nationwide digitalisation initiatives that are in line 

with the Government’s  Shared Prosperity Vision 2030 and firmly establishing Malaysia as the Heart of Digital 

ASEAN. 

#LetsBuildTogether #DigitalMalaysiaForward  #DigitalVsCovid 

To find out more about MDEC’s Digital Economy initiatives, please visit us at www.mdec.my or follow us on: 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MyMDEC/ 

Twitter: @mymdec 

About SAP 

As the Experience Company powered by the Intelligent Enterprise, SAP is the market leader in enterprise 

application software, helping companies of all sizes and in all industries run at their best: 77% of the world’s 

transaction revenue touches an SAP® system. Our machine learning, Internet of Things (IoT), and advanced 

analytics technologies help turn customers’ businesses into intelligent enterprises. SAP helps give people and 

organizations deep business insight and fosters collaboration that helps them stay ahead of their competition. We 

simplify technology for companies so they can consume our software the way they want – without disruption. Our 

end-to-end suite of applications and services enables more than 437,000 business and public customers to operate 

profitably, adapt continuously, and make a difference. With a global network of customers, partners, employees, 

and thought leaders, SAP helps the world run better and improve people’s lives. For more information, visit 

www.sap.com. 

 Visit the SAP News Center. Follow SAP on Twitter at @SAPNews. 

 

# # # 

Any statements contained in this document that are not historical facts are forward-looking statements as defined in the U.S. 

Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Words such as “anticipate,” “believe,” “estimate,” “expect,” “forecast,” “intend,” 

“may,” “plan,” “project,” “predict,” “should” and “will” and similar expressions as they relate to SAP are intended to identify such 

forward-looking statements. SAP undertakes no obligation to publicly update or revise any forward-looking statements. All 

forward-looking statements are subject to various risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from 

expectations. The factors that could affect SAP's future financial results are discussed more fully in SAP's filings with the U.S. 

Securities and Exchange Commission ("SEC"), including SAP's most recent Annual Report on Form 20-F filed with the SEC. 

Readers are cautioned not to place undue reliance on these forward-looking statements, which speak only as of their dates. 

© 2019 SAP SE. All rights reserved. 

SAP and other SAP products and services mentioned herein as well as their respective logos are trademarks or registered 

trademarks of SAP SE in Germany and other countries. Please see https://www.sap.com/copyright for additional trademark 

information and notices.  

Note to editors: 

To preview and download broadcast-standard stock footage and press photos digitally, please visit 

www.sap.com/photos. On this platform, you can find high resolution material for your media channels. 

To view video stories on diverse topics, visit www.sap-tv.com. From this site, you can embed videos 

into your own Web pages, share video via email links, and subscribe to RSS feeds from SAP TV. 

For customers interested in learning more about SAP products:  

Global Customer Center: +49 180 534-34-24 

United States Only: 1 (800) 872-1SAP (1-800-872-1727) 

  

http://www.mdec.my/
https://www.facebook.com/MyMDEC/
http://www.sap.com/
https://news.sap.com/
http://twitter.com/sapnews/
https://www.sap.com/copyright
http://www.sap.com/photos
http://www.sap-tv.com/


 

 

For media enquiries, please contact:  

Shyla Sangaran : shyla.sangaran@mdec.com.my 
Eugene Ho, eugene.ho@sap.com  

Virna Naomi Venturanza virna.naomi.venturanza@sap.com  

Mike Ang, mike.ang@alconsulting.asia 

 SAP Press Room; press@sap.com 

 

Please consider our privacy policy. If you received this press release in your e-mail and you wish to unsubscribe to our mailing 

list please contact press@sap.com and write Unsubscribe in the subject line. 
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