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Malaysian Esports Continues to Thrive Amid Global Pandemic 

LEVEL UP PLAY-ONE, a satellite event to Malaysia’s premier gaming expo – LEVEL UP KL 

kickstarted on June 13, 2020, featuring webinars and various game content and esports streams. The 

Malaysian Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC), having planned LEVEL UP KL over the last five 

years, believed this is a good opportunity to expand the region’s popular game expo and developer 

conference. The end-result is the creation of Southeast Asia’s first-ever virtual games expo.  

Designed to attract gamers, game developers, ecosystem players and the general public, the event 

aimed to bring the digital games community together to learn, discuss, and explore new ways to 

develop and empower the Malaysian games and e-sports industries. 

The first webinar focused on the impact of COVID-19 on esports. As this segment of the economy 

experienced a boom since many have been confined to the comforts of their homes, it is clear that 

they likely had indulged in playing games or even watched gaming streams.  

The panellists agreed that because of the nature of the e-sports industry, it was relatively easier to 

shift events onto a virtual setting.  

“Nothing can replace the sensation of a live-show, but we see e-sports gaining traction thanks in part 

to organisations like F1 and NASCAR organising an e-sports version of their events,” said Leon Lee, 

CEO, IO Esports. 

Echoing this sentiment, CK Lee, Head of Sports, ASTRO Malaysia shared how he hoped that, 

through video game versions of these sports, esports can potentially become more mainstream and 

more widely accepted by the general public. 

As for Hasnul Hadi Samsudin, Vice President, Digital Creative Content, MDEC, he believed the 

agency can help to expand this industry and help it branch out from just being focused on game 

developers to becoming a full-fledged ecosystem in the near future. Ultimately, he envisions Malaysia 

to be an e-sports hub and expand its ability to attract global industry talents. 

The second panel for Day 1 focused on business and entrepreneurship opportunities that have 

emerged within the e-sports industry amidst the ongoing global pandemic. The speakers discussed 

how e-sports stakeholders have reacted in ways that did positively impact their respective platforms 

and the entire sector as well. 

For Carlos Alimurung, CEO, ONE Esports, the market is witnessing the return of people to e-sports, 

especially those who had to take a hiatus from gaming due to reasons like family, work and studies. 

“It is important for stakeholders to shape content that suits this demography. As is, we have to 

constantly be thinking about ways to create narratives that can keep their attention and retain them 

within the industry,” he stressed. 

Allan Phang, Regional Head, Marketing and PR, EVOS Esports, added how the workforce within the 

industry has to pivot in line with the change in dynamics due to the pandemic. Supporting that view is 

Chow Tuck Mun, Head, Yoodo, as he pointed to the shift from how esports events previously are 

offline engagements via live events and now are moving towards virtual campaigns. 

Under the stewardship of the Government of Malaysia and related stakeholders, MDEC aims to boost 

Malaysia’s digital content and e-sports industry to become a focal point in the Southeast Asian region. 

Given the circumstances of the “new normal”, fresh ideas have emerged on ways to leverage and 

further attract talent and investment into the industry.  
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About Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) 

 
Malaysia Digital Economy Corporation (MDEC) is a government agency under the purview of the 
Ministry of Communications and Multimedia Malaysia entrusted to lead Malaysia's digital economy 
forward. Incorporated in 1996 to oversee the development of the MSC Malaysia initiative, MDEC's 
primary mandate today is to accelerate the growth of digitally-skilled Malaysians, digitally-powered 
businesses and digital investments in Malaysia. MDEC is focused on creating inclusive, high-quality 
growth through the nationwide digitalisation initiatives that are in line with the Government’s Shared 
Prosperity Vision 2030 and firmly establishing Malaysia as the Heart of Digital ASEAN. 
 
#LetsBuildTogether #DigitalMalaysiaForward 
 
To find out more about MDEC’s Digital Economy initiatives, please visit us at https://mdec.my/ or 
follow us on: 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MyMDEC/ 
Twitter: @mymdec 
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